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SUB J : TITO INTERVIEW 

1 . ON THE EVE OF TITO VISIT TO MEXICO, PANAMA, AND VENEZUELA, 
BELGRADE DAILY " BORBA" PUBLISHED INTERVIEW OF TITO BY MEXICAN 
TV COMMENTATOR MONTEZUMA ON MARCH 9. INTERVIW TOOK FORM OF 
TOUR D'HORIZON. WE WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN TITO'S 
REMARKS ON WESTERN SAHARA QUESTION, 25TH CPSU CONGRESS, 
EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE(ECPC), AND HIS OWN HEALTH. 

2. WESTERN SAHARA: TITO NOTED SOMEWHAT CRYPTICALLY THAT IN 
THE WESTERN SAHARA, AS IN THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, UNNAMED 
"FOREIGN FORCES" SUCCEEDED IN CREATING DISCORD AMONG ARAB 
COUNTRIES AND IN THAT WAY WEAKENED THEIR JUST STRUGGLE. 

3. SOVIET PARTY CONGRESS AND ECPC: TITO SAID THE CONGRESS, 

WHICH WAS VERY SIGNIFICANT FOR THE SOVIET UNIION, FUNDEMENTALLY 
DID NOT CHANGE CPSU POLICY. HE SEPCULATED THERE 

MIGHT BE SOME PERSONNEL CHANGES DUE TO AGRICULTURAL 
FAILURES, (EVEIDENTLY HE HADN'T HEARD ABOUT POLYANSKIY 
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"CERTAIN EUROPEAN PARTIES INCLUDING THE YUGOSLAV PARTY", 

HE CONCLUDED THAT THE ECPC PREPARATIONS WOULD CONTINUE 
FOR A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME, BUT THAT HE WAS SURE 
THAT AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE REACHED WHICH WOULD "HONOR 
DIFFERENCES IN THE STATUS OF INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES '. 

4. ON HIS HEALTH, TITO SAID THAT IN HIS MOST RECENT BOUT 
EARLY THIS YEAR WITH SCIATICA HE HAD ALSO CAUGHT A COLD 
AND IT WAS EVEIDENT TO EVERYONE THAT HE WAS ILL. BUT NOW, 

HE SAID, "I AM SATISFIED WITH MY HEALTH. I AM COMPLETELY 
HEALTHY". 

5. COMMENT: PORTIONS OF TITO INTERVIEW WERE TELEVISED 

ON MARCH 8 EVENING NEWS. COMPARED WITH PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
IN RECENT MONTHS, TITO'S PERFORMANCE WAS SUB-PAR AND 
LACKING IN SPONTANEITY. HE READ HIS ANSWERS TO MONTEZNUMA S 
QUESTIOS FROM A PREVIOUSLY PREPARED TEXT, SLURRED HIS 
WORDS MORE NOTICEABLY THAN USUAL, AND STUMBLED OVER WORDS 
SEVERAL TIMES, AND HAD TO REPEAT HIMSELF. 

SILBERMAN 
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